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Breed Facts

Country of Origin Colors
Switzerland White with black patches or black saddle; light to
dark tan markings

Height
Males 19.5-23 in (49-59 cm)/ Other Names
females 18.5-22.51n (4757 cm) Berner Laufhund; Bernese Hound; Schweizer
. Laufhund-Chien Courant Suisse
Weight
33-441b (15-20 kg) [est.] Registries (With Group)
FCI (Scenthounds)
Coat:

Short, smooth, dense

and History

1ounds of Switzerland are called laufhunds (“walking dogs”), or dogs to follow on foot, and like the French

ey have existed for millennia. A mosaic discovered at Avenches includes a pack of hounds that strongly

the Swiss Hounds. Italian dog fanciers sought him out in the 15th century, and by the 18th century, the I'rench
aim for his exceptional hare-hunting ability. The fact that he was widely known in Europe through the Middl
ibuted to his development into five distinct varieties: the Bernese Hound, the Jura Hound, the Lucerne IHourd,
: Hound, and the St. Hubert Jura Hound (now extinct). Each of these varieties was also bred down into a smallet
n as netderlaufhunds, or small Swiss Hounds.

vere individual standards for each of the Swiss Hounds by 1882. Tn 1933, a single standard was drafted for
arieties, of which there remained only four. (The St. Hubert Jura Hound had disappeared.) Today, the

inds are popular mostly in their native country of Switzerland, where they are still used as fine and



